Ganges], or be tangible to assault elsewhere within
reasonable distance. We can manage to screw on, if
absolutely necessary, till near the end of November
on further reduced rations. Only the longer we
remain the less physical strength we shall have to
aid our friends when they do advance, and the
fewer guns shall we be able to move out in co-
operation.
'But it is so obviously to the advantage of the
State that the Gwalior rebels should be first
effectually destroyed, that our relief should be a
secondary consideration. I trust, therefore, that
Brigadier Wilson will furnish Colonel Grant with
every possible aid to effect that object before sending
him here. . . . Telegraph the substance of the above
to the Commander-in-Chief, so much as relates to
the advisability of taking measures to guard against
the invasion of the Doab by the Gwalior mutineers.*
On the 50th October Outram wrote to Major
Mclntyre at the Alambagh, enclosing a plan of the
city and its environs accompanied by detailed
suggestions for the route to be taken by the relieving
force. He was naturally anxious lest this important
packet, which was hidden in the runner's bamboo
staff, should be taken by the enemy, and he asked
Mclntyre to hoist a flag as soon as it arrived. It was
proposed that, instead of marching straight into the
city by the Charbagh bridge as Havelock's force had
done, the second relieving column should take a
wide sweep to the right by the Dilkusha, and then
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